The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently announced that the global phenomenon of antimicrobial resistance will be the theme of World Health Day 2011. 1 The campaign, which aims to safeguard medicines for future generations, will call on governments around the world to implement policies to prevent the emergence of highly resistant "superbugs". 1, 2 Asia remains the epicenter of resistant superbugs. 3, 4 In Taiwan agriculture and food animal industries is also consistent with the rise in antimicrobial resistance among human and animal pathogens.
1,2
Antimicrobial resistance is also facilitated by the inappropriate use of medicines, such as taking substandard doses or not finishing a prescribed course of treatment. Low-quality medicines (generic or counterfeit drugs), inappropriate prescriptions, and poor infection prevention and control measures also contribute to the development and spread of drug resistance. Lack of government commitment to address these issues, poor nationwide surveillance, and a diminishing arsenal of tools to diagnose, treat, and prevent bacterial infections, also hinder the control of drug resistance.
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On World Health Day 2011, the WHO will call for action to halt the spread of antimicrobial resistance by introducing a six-point policy package to policy-makers and planners, the public and patients, practitioners and prescribers, pharmacists and dispensers, and the pharmaceutical industry worldwide.
1,2 The organization strongly recommends that governments focus control and prevention efforts in four main areas: (1) surveillance of antimicrobial resistance; (2) rational antibiotic use; (3) introduction or enforcement of legislation related to stopping the selling of antibiotics without prescription; and (4) strict adherence to infection prevention and control measures, including the use of hand-washing measures, particularly in healthcare facilities. 2 Reversing the trend in antimicrobial resistance will require continuous survey of resistance data from clinical isolates from humans as well as from animals. Effective implementation of antibiotic stewardship programs and strict infection control policies in healthcare settings are mandatory. 7 Better antibiotic stewardship is needed to limit the emergence of antibiotic resistance, prolong the effectiveness of currently available agents, improve patient outcomes, and reduce healthcare and societal costs. 8 Furthermore, a national policy should be implemented to limit the availability of antibiotics in drug stores without physicians' prescriptions and also restrict antibiotic use in animal husbandry. Governments, academic societies, industries, and patient organizations need to work together to overcome the increasing threat of antimicrobial resistance.
